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Be 'influencers' for God, pope urges at youth day 
PANAMA CITY (CNS) -Although 

Mary would not be consid­
ered an "influencer," like 
many social media per­
sonalities, she still be­
came the most influential 
woman in history by trust­
ing "in the love and prom­
ises of God, the only force 
capable of making all 
things new," Pope Francis 
told young people at the 
World Youth Day prayer 
vigil jan. 26. 

"Are you willing to be an 

'influencer' like Mary, who 
dared to say, 'Let it be 
done'?" he asked. "Only 
love makes us more 
human and fulfilled ; 
everything else is a pleas­
ant but useless placebo." 

Despite sweltering tem­
peratures in Panama City, 
hundreds of thousands of 
young men and women 
made their way to St. john 
Paul II Park on the penulti­
mate day of World Youth 
Day. They brought sleep-

ing bags and tents, pre­
pared to spend the night 
at the field - praying the 
rosary, making new 
friends - before celebrat­
ing Mass with Pope Fran­
cis at 8 a.m. jan. 27. The 
pope did not spend the 
night, but returned later in 
the evening to the apos­
tolic nunciature. 

Arriving in his popemo­
bile, Pope Francis made 
his way through a sea of 
colorful flags and banners 

people waved excitedly. 
After the pope took his 

place on the stage, young 
adults from Panama and 
the Palestinian territories 
gave their experiences of 
finding faith and hope 
amid doubt, sickness and 
addiction. 

Erika de Bucktron, a 42-
year-old mother of four 
from Panama, spoke of 
the fear and difficulties 
she faced when doctors 
said her pregnancy was at 

high risk after diagnosing 
her unborn daughter with 
Down syndrome. 

Throughout her preg­
nancy, she said, she and 
her husband abandoned 
themselves in God's 
hands and, after the birth 
of their daughter, decided 
"to love her with all our 
hearts, without making 
any difference with our 
other children, who also 
welcomed her with so 
much love." 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 

It's about educating the whole person 
God has blessed me with 

more gifts than I deserve, 
but artistic ability is not one 
of them. I can barely draw a 
stick figure, let alone create 

sipping wine while following 
along with an instructor to 
create paintings. Like my 
mug-making experience, my 
finished "work of art" con­

great works of art. ,------,:::---, firmed what I already 
knew: I'm better at 
sipping than paint­
ing. 

Yet, in a momentary 
lapse in judgment, I 
agreed to join a 
friend for a workshop 
in clay mug making 
this past weekend. It 
turns out, clay is not 
my forte. I struggled 
to get my clay slab 
thin and even with- Darcy L. 
out tearing it. I strug- Fargo 
gled to get the 
pattern I wanted im-
printed correctly. I struggled 
attaching the handle. 

A couple years ago, I 
joined a few friends for a 
"paint and sip." We enjoyed 

Both the paint and 
sip and the clay class 
were sources of 
stress for me. Why? 
Because I hate failing 
publicly. I hate when 
my weaknesses are 
on display. 

Why would I agree 
to participate in a 

class I knew would be a 
source of stress? It's good 
for me to get outside my 
comfort zone. It's good for 
me to learn new skills. It's 

even good for me to fail 
publicly (though preferably 
not too frequently). 

It's Catholic Schools Week. 
While my sisters and I at­
tended public school, my 
niece, Emma, attends one of 
the fantastic Catholic 
schools in our diocese. 

Emma, age II, is ex­
tremely shy. Until recently, 
she wouldn't speak in front 
of several members of our 
family, let alone strangers. 

Emma's Catholic school 
has embraced her. She ex­
cels in the small-class envi­
ronment, where her shyness 
doesn't allow her to be over­
looked. She has been given 
numerous opportunities to 
participate in group enrich­
ment activities, including 
crafts, music and robotics. 

She has been encouraged 
and given the support and 
skills needed to perform in 
plays and school events. 

Emma's Catholic school 
has embraced her whole per­
son - her brain, her spirit, 
and her quirky and amazing 
personality. She's encour­
aged to step outside her 
comfort zone bravely and 
with support. And she's 
loved, even if she fails pub­
licly (which she has yet to 
do - this kid is amazing). 

This ability to educate the 
whole person - mind, body, 
spirit - is what makes our 
Catholic schools outstand­
ing. It's why we celebrate 
them. 

It's also why Emma likely 
won't be afraid of art work­
shops when she's my age. 

Stay close to the saints in your lives 
This past week has been a 

time of travel and visiting 
for me, so there's not a great 
deal to share with you. How­
ever, I must tell you about 
my airport adventure. On 
my trip, I had to make a 
transfer in Atlanta. That air­
port proved to be a mad 
house for me. I had a very 
short time to find the gate 
for the next flight. I made it 
but had to move like a jack 
rabbit. It all began when I 
tried to assist the gentleman 
ahead of me as we were 
leaving the plane. I tried not 
to be anxious - he was such 
a nice guy. Anyway I hit the 
passage way running (well, I 
must admit I don't run much 
anymore). Then it was up 
and down escalators, two 
stops on the rail line and an­
other long passage. When I 
arrived at the gate, the fel­
low at the desk looked up 
and announced "William?" I 
had made the flight. If they 
had known what I just went 
through, folks would have 
applauded_ 

I saw a lot of the Atlanta 
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Airport. When I mentioned 
my adventure to a friend 
later, they informed me that 
many say, "the road to pur­
gatory goes through the At­
lanta Airport." By the way, 
miracles of miracles, my 
luggage made the plane. 

Since I have been here, I 
have become a regular at the 
parish Church, St. Thomas 
More. It is an active parish 
with a great liturgy. I at­
tended Mass on the holiday 
in honor of the birth of Mar­
tin Luther King, Jr. The pas­
tor here gave a powerful 
homily honoring Dr. King 
and the work he accom­
plished for justice and civil 
rights. This particular priest 
has been raised Baptist in 
Alabama and had experi­
enced a great deal of this 
movement. Later, he found 

his vocation after becoming 
a convert to Catholicism. 

Today, the Feast Day was 
in honor of St. Marianne 
Cope. You may know of her 
story. She was a Sister of St. 
Francis in Syracuse, and the 
hospital has a shrine in her 
honor. Let me take a mo­
ment to describe her story. 

In 1840, St. Marianne's 
family came to this country 
from Germany. They settled 
in Utica, New York, where 
she attended grade school. 
She decided to drop of 
school and work in a factory 
to help support her family. 
Then in 1862, St. Marianne 
entered the Sisters of St. 
Francis in Syracuse. She 
would become the Superior 
of her congregation. In 
1870, she became the Super­
visor of st. Joseph's Hospi­
tal, which was the only 
hospital in Syracuse, caring 
for the sick regardless of 
race or religion. Then in 
1883, St. Marianne and six 
of her Sisters traveled to 
work in a mission in Hawaii, 
caring for lepers. St. Mari-

anne remained there 35 
years until her death. 
Through St. Marianne and 
the Sisters' efforts, they im­
proved the conditions of the 
patients, housing and care. 
They founded a school for 
girls on Molokai. Later, she 
also took over the boys' 
home and school that had 
been founded by Father 
Damien. 

I encourage you to visit 
the shrine to Sister Marianne 
at St. Joseph's Hospital in 
Syracuse. 

We, Catholics love our 
saints, and they become an 
important part of our lives. 
They are our models . I have 
often written about many of 
my mentors who I am cer­
tain are saints but are not 
canonized. I consider them 
my saints. I pray to them 
often and find a great deal 
of inspiration from the way 
they lived their lives. I also 
use them often as examples 
in my preaching. I hope you 
have a long list of saints, 
even those not yet canon­
ized. Stay close to them. 
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LETTER TO CATHOLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS 

Celebrating Catholic Schools Week 
Sister Ellen Rose Coughlin, SSJ 
Superintendent of Schools 

Dear Catholic School 
Students, 

Some of you will be cel­
ebrating Catholic Schools 
Week the last week of jan­
uary; others will celebrate 
later in February and 
some will enjoy this spe­
cial week in March. When­
ever your school chooses 
to observe Catholic 
Schools Week you will 
have the opportunity to 
participate in special 
events that are not only 
enjoyable, challenging 
and fun but also focus on 
what makes your school 
special. 

Recently I read a story 
(cf. Word Among Us, janu­
ary 2019 Issue) that I 
would like to share with 
you. It is about a traveler 
and three stonecutters 
working in a quarry. Each 
was busy cutting a block 
of stone. The traveler 
asked the first stonecutter 
what he was doing. The 
stonecutter replied, "I am 
cutting a stone." The trav­
eler asked the second 
stonecutter the same 
question. He answered, "I 
am cutting this block of 
stone to make sure that 
its dimensions are uni­
form, so that it will fit ex­
actly in its place in the 
wall." The traveler 
thought the second an­
swer was better than the 
first answer but he still 
was not satisfied. He 
asked the third stonecut­
ter who also appeared to 
be the happiest of the 
three. "What are you 
doing?" The man an­
swered, "I am building a 
cathedral." 

Sometimes like the first 
two stonecutters we focus 
on what is right before us 
and fail to see the big pic­
ture and the long-term re­
sults of what we are doing 

or why we are doing it. 
Each stonecutter was 
working on a block of 
stone but only one saw 
his work as part of a mas­
sive cathedral - only one 
saw the ultimate reason 
he was laboring over the 
stone. 

Catholic Schools Week is 
a great opportunity to 
look at the big picture and 
the purpose of your 
Catholic school educa­
tion. Catholic schools 
help to form minds and 
hearts. They provide the 
knowledge and skills nec­
essary for you to live as a 
helpful member of your 
family, parish, commu­
nity, state and nation. 
They teach and reinforce 
habits that respect others, 
reach out to those in 
need, practice collabora­
tion and cooperation, 
avoid violence and injus­
tice and promote peace 
and understanding. They 
offer instruction in math, 
science, reading and writ­
ing, grammar and 
spelling, use of technol­
ogy, social studies, art 
and music! I am sure you 
agree that school is a busy 
place. There is much to 
do, to experience and to 
learn. 

A Catholic school how­
ever, provides something 
very special. A few days 
before Christmas, some 
Kindergarteners from 
Trinity Catholic School, 
Massena and 8th Graders 
from Augustinian Acad­
emy, Carthage, were in­
vited to the Bishop's 
house for hot chocolate 
and cookies. Trinity and 
Augustinian students 
made the decorations for 
the Bishop's Christmas 
tree this year and Bishop 
LaValley invited them to 
visit him, see his home 
and of course the Christ­
mas Tree. 

While the Bishop was 

talking to the 8th graders, 
I had a chance to visit 
with the Kindergarteners. 
I asked them, "What 
makes your school spe­
cia!?" Every hand went up 
and without a moment's 
hesitation I heard a young 
boy with a wide grin ex­
claim, "jesus. jesus makes 
our school special!" Not to 
be outdone another voice 
added, "We learn about 
jesus and how to act like 
Him." 

Did you notice that 
something was missing in 
the subjects I listed 
above? I hope so because 
something very important 
was not listed. Religion, 
instruction in our faith is 
a very important part of 
every day in a Catholic 
school. This instruction 
helps you to discover that 
our faith, though it in­
cludes what we believe 
and the requirements of 
our faith, is summed up 
in a person - jesus Christ. 
As the Kindergartener 
said, "jesus is what makes 
our school special!" In 
your Catholic school you 
learn to read and write; 
participate in math, sci­
ence, social studies, art, 
technology and music 
classes; learn a foreign 
language; participate in 
sports programs and 
other extracurricular ac­
tivities - all of this and 
"something more." 

Christ is the foundation 
of your school. "Some­
thing more" is not small 
class sizes, quality aca­
demic programs, success­
ful athletic teams, or a 
safe, secure and orderly 
environment for learning. 
As good as these elements 
are, they do not define a 
Catholic school. Your 
school's "something 
more" is a person, jesus 
Christ, who leads you into 
the future so you can be 
good citizens of this 

world and eventually a 
citizen of heaven. 

The third stonecutter 
realized that when he was 
cutting the stone, he was 
preparing it for its ulti­
mate purpose, to take its 
place as part of a cathe­
dral. A Catholic school 
education prepares you 
for something beyond 
good grades, athletic ac­
complishment and good 
test scores. It prepares 
you to fulfill the reason 
God made you - to know, 
love and serve Him, to be 
happy in this life and 
someday happy forever 
with Him in heaven. A 
Catholic education pre­
pares you to live in soci­
ety as good citizens, to 
make jesus known by 
your words and actions 
and one day to be citizens 
of heaven. 

During Catholic Schools 

Week take some time to 
thank those who make 
your school the special 
place it is. Thank your 
parents for choosing a 
Catholic school for you, 
often at a financial sacri­
fice. Thank your princi­
pal, teachers, staff and 
volunteers. Thank your 
pastor for his support of 
the school. And be sure to 
thank Bishop La Valley for 
making his annual visit to 
your school and all the 
other ways in which he 
supports our Catholic 
Schools. 

Enjoy Catholic Schools 
Week! 
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- PRAYER SUGGESTION-
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own dispositions and rce lings in ti mate union always. 0 Mary, 
Teach, lead and guide him always Immaculate Conception, Mother 
Correct, en lighten and ex pand his of Jesus and Mother of 
thoughts and behavior. Possess priests, pray and ~ebrut/'J' 
hi s sou l; take over his ent ire in tercede for ( .. . ) , personali ty and life Amen. 
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Catholic Schools 
Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed. 

Find out more about how a Catholic School can benefit your child. 
Call And Visit The Catholic School Nearest You. 

Canton 
ST. MARY'S 

2 Powers St. • 315-386-3572 
Website: www.stmaryscantonny.com 

smoffice@twcny.rr.com 

Carthage 
AUGUSTINIAN ACADEMY 
317 West St.. 315-493-1301 

Website: www.caugustinian.org 
mmargrey@augustinianacademy.org 

Gouverneur 
ST. JAMES 

20 South Gordon St. .315-287-0130 
Website: www.stjamesk-6.org 

principal@stjamesk-6.org 

Lake Placid 
ST. AGNES 

2322 Saranac Ave. 518-523-3771 
Website: www.stagneslp.org 

admin@stagneslp.org 

SCHOOLS 

Malone 
HOLY FAMILY 

12 Homestead Park. 518-483-4443 
Website: www.hfsmalone.org 
hfsprincipal@hfsmalone.org 

Massena 
TRINITY CATHOLIC 

188 Main St.. 315-769-5911 
Website: www.trinitycatholicschool.net 

principa@twcny.rr.com 

Plattsburgh 
SETON CATHOLIC 

206 New York Road • 518-561-4031 
Website: www.setonknights.org 

mforbes@setonknights.org 

Saranac Lake 
ST. BERNARD'S 

63 River St. • 518-891-2830 
Website: www.stbemardsschool.org 

principal@stbemardsschool.org 

Ticonderoga 
ST. MARY'S 

64 Amherst Ave . • 518-585-7433 
Website: stmarysschoolticonderoga.org 

sschoo3@nycap.rr.com 

Watertown 
IMMACULATE HEART CENTRAL 

Website: www.ihcschools.org 
Lynise.lassiter@ihcschool.org 

PRIMARY CAMPUS (PK-3) 
122 Winthrop St. • 315-788-7011 

INTERMEDIATE CAMPUS (4-6) 
733 S. Massey St. • 315-788-3935 

JR.lSR. HIGH CAMPUS (7-12) 
1316 Ives. St. .315-788-4670 
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STUDENT SCENES 

CATHOLIC 
SCHOOLS WEEK 
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Trinity Catholic has introduced new extra-curricular activities to its program this year, including a year-round Robot­
ics Club. Here, Kaleb Hughes, Ryan Hunt, Evan Bovay, September Page and Bella Slate enjoy Robotics Club. 

Seton Catholic second grader Evelyn Palma recently dressed her class's mas­
cot, Froggy, as St. Nicholas, complete with a homemade miter, one of her 
mom's sweaters and a family rosary. All of Mrs. Jensen's second graders have 
the opportunity to transform Froggy into a saint. 

Students at Holy Family School in Malone enjoy a dance on the school's new 
gym floor as part of a recent celebration. 
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JOB OPENING 
Pastoral Associate for newly linked parishes 

Are you a person blessed with a deep love of the Catholic 
Church, looking for a career where you could enrich a 
parish community by providing outreach and 
evangelization for Catholic families? Would you like the 
chance to share your strong faith by supporting the 
spiritual, social and developmental needs of young 
people? These are only two of the opportunities that are 
part of the position of Pastoral Associate for the linked 
parishes of St. Andrews, Norwood; Parish of the 
Visitation and St. Raymond, Norfolk & Raymondville; and 
St Patrick's, Brasher Falls. These parishes are located in 
the Diocese of Ogdensburg, New York. 

For inquiries and a complete job description contact the 
Search Committee at: parish@twcny.rr.com 

The deadline for applications is March 20, 2019. 

God has blessed each and 
everyone of us with the 

"Light", the gift that 
enables us to be the best 

that we can be. 
The time is now. 

It's time to RISE UP! 

.... hl 
Prayer and Reflection 

The Best Mass Ever 
Adoration 

Kevin Dowd 
Keynole Speaker 

Trinity Catholic School 
188 Main Street, Massena New 

$25.00 Registration 
(Lunch is in~:!Vjle\i~) 

To Register visit: WI'IIvw.rcOUJ 

Bishop's Public Schedule 

Jan.31 - 8 a.m. - Catholic 
Schools Week Celebration with 
Mass at Holy Family in Watertown 
Feb.l-l0:15 a.m.- Catholic 
Schools Week celebration at Spratt 
in Ogdensburg 

Noon - Mass at St. Mary's 
Cathedral 
Feb.2 - 4 p.m. - Mass at St. 
Mary's Cathedral 
Feb.3 - 9:30 a.m. - Mass at 
Notre Dame Church in Ogdensburg 
Feb.4 -7:15 p.m. - Novena fol­
lowed by Mass at St. Mary's Cathe­
dral 
Feb.S -10:50 a.m.- Mass at St. 
Joseph's Home 
Feb.6 - 10 a.m. - Board of Bish­
ops meeting at Cardinal Cooke 
Catholic Center in New York City 

Letters to the Editor 

We welcome letters from read­
ers of the North Country Catholic. 

• Due to space limitations, we 
ask that the number of words be 

limited to 300. 
• We cannot accept letters 

which support ideas which are 
contrary to the teachings of the 
Catholic Church. 

• Send letters to North Country 
Catholic, PO Box 326, Ogdensburg, 
NY, 13669 or e-mail to 
news@northcountrycatholic.org 

• Join the conversation! 

Follow Pope Francis on 
Twitter! 

www.twitter.com/Pontifex 

W#Pontifex 
For a New or Used Car 

Mort 
Backus & 

Sons 
On Canton-Ogdensburg Rd. 

315-393-5899 

CHEVROLET 

Rest in Peace 

This week marks the anniversary 
of the deaths of the following 

clergymen who have served in the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg 

Jan. 30 - Rev.John T.Sullivan, 
1884; Rev. Eusebius Schlingmann, 
O.F.M., 1937 
Jan.31- Rev.B.J.O'Connell, 
O.5.A, 1925; Rev.James S. Mc­
Gowan, 1961; Rev.Timothy M. Lad­
den,2003 
Feb.1 - Rev.John B. Doonan, 
1949; Msgr. George T. Donnelly, 
1968; Rev. Edward M. Delaney, 
1977; Rev. Robert L. Cotter, 2015 
Feb.2 - Rev. William Bennett, 
O.M.I., 1887; Rev. Amadeus Viger, 
O.S.A., 1915; Rev. George E. 
Racette, 1961; Rev. Gilbert O. 
Boisvert, 2017 
Feb.4 - Rev.Joseph Redington, 
1892; Rev. Edmund Walsh, 1925; 
Msgr. Michael R. Burns, 1932; Rev. 
Alexander Klauder, 1935; Rev. 
Henry McArdle, O.S.A., 1969; Rev. 
Francis Maurus Kearns, 1990 
Feb. 5 - Msgr. Thomas E. Walsh, 
1901 ;Msgr.F.Gordon Coseo, 1997; 
Rev.John J. Fallon, 2005 

To Report Abuse 
If you have a complaint of sus­
pected misconduct involving 
diocesan clergy, religious, employ­
ees or volunteers, contact Victims 
Assistance Coordinator, Terri­
anne Yanulavich, Adult & Youth 
Counseling Services of Northern 
NewYork,31 Sixth Street,Malone, 
NY 12953; 
terrianneyanulavich@yahoo.com 
Phone: Day: 518-651-2267, Night: 
518-569-0612; or Father Christo­
pher Carrara, the Episcopal Vicar 
for Pastoral Personnel at 315-393-
2920 

Protecting God's Children 

The Diocese of Ogdensburg has 
scheduled sessions for Protecting 
God's Children for Adults. 
Pre-registration online is required. 
Participants may preregister at 
www.virtus.org. 
Upcoming sessions: 
Jan.31- 6:30 p.m., St. Mary's 
School, Canton 
Feb. 25 - 5 p.m., St. Alphonsus­
Holy Name of Jesus Parish, Tupper 
Lake 
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Environmental Stewardship 

Be part of the solution 

Last week we reflected on the 
rising number of environmental 
refugees fleeing their homes due to 
increased floods, droughts, violent 
storms and/or erosion of valuable 
farmland caused by changing cli­
mate around the world. During a re­
cent presentation in Plattsburgh, 
nearly 300 people heard Bill McK­
ibben speak ofthe urgent need for 
each of us to do our part in revers­
ing the devastating effects of 
global warming. McKibben, author 
and speaker, has traveled the world 
advocating for the 350.org program 
in more than 188 countries. Aimed 
at reducing the use of fossil fuels 
and other causes of global warm­
ing, several 350.org groups are 
present in our own North Country. 

The mission of 350.org states: 
"Climate change is not just an envi­
ronmental issue,or a social justice 
issue, or an economic issue - it's all 
of those at once. It's one of the 
biggest challenges humanity has 
everfaced,and we are going to 
have to work together to solve it." 

What does the light of our faith 
bring to this challenge? In Genesis 
2:15 weare called to be good 
stewards ofthe earth. Gospel /Jus­
tice calls to us to care for the poor. 

In Pope Francis' encyclical, 
Laudato Si, On Care for our Common 
Home, he sees these two "cries" as 
interconnected as one. #49 He ur­
gently appeals,"for a new dialogue 
about how we are shaping the fu­
ture of our planet. We need a con­
versation which includes everyone, 
since the environmental challenge 
we are undergoing,and its human 
roots, concern and affect us all. #14 

What can I do as a person of 
faith to respond to this urgent chal­
lenge? Some suggestions: (1). Read 
Laudato Si: On Caring for our Com­
mon Home, (online from USCCB or 
free copy available from Dynamic 
Catholic Publication). (2) Google: 
www.Global Catholic Climate 
Movement, and 350.org. In the 
next weeks we will be looking ata 
recent comprehensive plan devel­
oped by top scientists around the 
world on ways that you and I can 
help reverse global warming. Make 
a commitmentto be part ofthe so­
lution! 
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CELEBRATING OUR 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

Seton Catholic students Yuanji "Jason" Han, Jiahong "Jason" Wan, Lea De­
Jordy, Sophie Von Bargen, Jake Glicksman, Foster Ovios, Thomas Murray, 
Luke Moore and Aaron Bouchard celebrate before their physics field trip on 
Wednesday, Oct. 17, 2018. During their experiment they tracked the effects 
of acceleration on their balloons' movements. 

Hudson Laguador, a student at Trin­
ity Catholic School in Massena, 
strikes a prayerful pose during the 
Junior-Kindergarten to First grade 
Christmas program in December. 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

(Above) Students at St. Mary's 
school in Canton spread Christmas 
cheer, packing bags of baby gifts 
collected for our "Baby Shower for 
Jesus." The whole school pitched in 
to donate new baby items, and the 
fifth and sixth grade students deliv­
ered the gifts to Catholic Charities 
in Ogdensburg to be distributed to 
families in need. The students also 
sang Christmas carols to the staff at 
Catholic Charities to brighten their 
day. Pictured are, from left, Matt 
Gainey, Mathew LaPage, Sophia 
Tartaglia and Gavin Schryver. (Left) 
Mateo Breen,a fifth grader, gave his 
little sister,Jemmalyn Francis, a 
book he wrote as a Christmas gift. 
Fifth and sixth graders wrote a book 
for their kindergarten reading bud­
dies. 
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 

Jesus, Jeremiah driven by love of the Father 
Many of us "older" folk 

remember how an impor­
tant part of our Sundays 
was gathering 
around the radio 
to listen to Msgr. 
Fulton]. Sheen's 
weekly broadcasts 
on ''The Catholic 
Hour." Later on, he 
became the most 
popular TV per­
sonality of the 

Godless communism in 
Europe and the dangers 
of its infiltrating all parts 

of America. 

'50s and '60s with Monsignor 

Later as Arch­
bishop Sheen, he 
headed the Office 
for the Propaga­
tion of the Faith, 
raising millions of 
dollars for mis­
sions throughout 
the world. Only 
Billy Graham 

could match this his "Life is Worth Paul E. 
Living" weekly tele- Whitmore 
cast. 

fearless modern­
day prophet. As 

With his deep 
resonant voice and pierc­
ing eyes, he mesmerized 
millions of people, both 
Catholic and non­
Catholic. People crowded 
into bars and public 
places, as well as in their 
own living rooms to listen 
to his warnings about 

such, he was vili­
fied, envied, and perse­
cuted. This came from 
outside the Church, but 
also from within. 

Today's first reading is 
about God's choice of jer­
emiah, one of the greatest 
of the Old Testament 
prophets. "Before I 

February 3 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

READINGS 
Jeremiah 1:4-5,17-19 

1 Corinthians 12:3-13:13 
Luke 4:21-30 

formed you in the womb I 
knew you, before you 
were born, I dedicated 
you, a prophet to the na­
tions I appointed you." 

jeremiah, knowing how 
badly people treated 
prophets, protested, but 
to no avail. God tells him 
to stand up and be a man, 
promising that " ... 1 am 
with you to deliver you ... " 

After he spent his life 
battling false religions 
and the cowardly fear of 
weak political leaders, he 
is finally stoned to death 
in Egypt! 

jeremiah is often com­
pared to jesus, since both 
were consumed with love 
for the Father, zeal for the 
truth, and both suffered 
death because of that 
truth. 

The Gospel today 
demonstrates how jesus, 
from the very beginning 
of his ministry in his 
hometown of Nazareth, 
suffered rejection from 
the very villagers he had 
grown up with! 

Here, it all boiled down 
to envious remarks like, 
"Who does he think he 
is?" "We know his family 
and his relatives!" "Where 
does he get all of this?" 

As jesus' fame grew, so 
too did the opposition 
from religious leaders 
who feared for their 
standing among the peo­
ple. The words of the 

prophets will always 
anger and upset those 
who will not face their 
own sinfulness. 

The power that drove 
both jeremiah and jesus 
to persevere to the end 
was their fire of love for 
the Father and for His 
Glory. Today's second 
reading describes that 
love. It is the classic text 
from St. Paul's letter to 
the Corinthians: "Love is 
patient, love is kind. It is 
not jealous .. . " At our bap­
tism, the priest anointed 
us with Holy Chrism to be 
"prophet, priest, and 
king." 

We, too, need a burning 
love for the Truth for our 
ministry as prophets. 

Are we willing to pay 
just a portion of the price 
that it takes to love as jer­
emiah and jesus did? 

An abortion expansion in New York 
Losing is hard. No one 

likes to lose. I imagine 
that's why kids today are 
taught that everyone's a 
winner. Losing hurts. 

On january 22,2019, 
the anniversary of Roe vs. 
Wade, the Democratic­
controlled New York State 
Legislature passed the so­
called "Reproductive 
Health Act" (RHA). They 
said it was merely an "up­
date' to our law, that it 
simply "codified" Roe into 
New York statutes. Gover­
nor Andrew Cuomo 
touted it as progress for 
women, immediately 
signed it into law, and 
celebrated it with a party 
at the Executive Mansion. 

This loss hurts so much 
it stings. 

The RHA is no simple 
codification of Roe vs. 
Wade. While it's difficult 
to comprehend how New 
York's abortion law could 

be made even more ex­
pansive than it already is, 
this law does it. It will: 

• Empower non-doctors 
to perform abortions. 

• Allow abortions for 
any reason throughout a 
woman's preg­
nancy. 

• Remove all 
criminal penalties 
for abortion, even 
if it is contrary to 
the mother's 
choice. 

kept the bill away from 
the Governor's desk. 

Parishes collected post­
cards and parishioners 
signed petitions. Citizens 
took time off from their 
jobs to come to Albany to 

• Remove our 
state's protections 
for infants acciden- Kathleen 
tally born alive in Gallagher 
the course of an 

educate their law­
makers. We held a 
candlelight vigil 
outside the Capitol 
and prayed. We or­
ganized a physi­
cians' press 
conference and 
lobby day. We held 
rallies and con­
ducted seminars. 
Thousands upon 
thousands of New 

abortion. 
Since the day that for­

mer Governor Eliot 
Spitzer first introduced it 
in 2007, we have fought 
this abortion expansion 
scheme with everything 
we have. And for 12 years 
- twelve years! - we have 

Yorkers wrote letters and 
sent e-mails. 

We even got the legisla­
ture to break up the 10-
point package that had 
been cleverly assembled 
by the Governor into a 
"women's agenda." Nine 
of those ten bills - all 

positive improvements 
for women - were en­
acted into law in 2015. 
But not the abortion ex­
pansion bill; that one we 
stopped. 

So do not weep. The 
fact that we have pre­
vented the enactment of 
this law for the last 
dozen years means we 
have undoubtedly saved 
innocent human lives and 
spared mothers enduring 
heartbreak and pain. 

God does not call us to 
be successful. He asks us 
only to be faithful. We 
have kept the faith ; we 
have fought the good 
fight. We must leave the 
results to Him. 

And we must continue 
not only to counter the 
culture, but to convert it. 
The latest data from the 
federal government indi­
cates we are succeeding 
on this front: abortion 

numbers continue to de­
crease. The US Centers 
for Disease Control say 
the abortion rates for 
women of all ages has 
plunged over the last 
decade. That is due, in no 
small part, to the efforts 
of countless pro-life peo­
ple who are witnessing, 
educating, offering alter­
natives, providing com­
paSSion, and building the 
Culture of Life.Inch by 
inch, row by row, the 
Lord will bless the seeds 
we sow, until one day, 
abortion will simply be 
unthinkable. 

Yes, the loss is crush­
ing, and the new abortion 
law in New York State will 
likely be the most per­
missive one in the coun­
try. But keep your eyes on 
the prize: a world in 
which no young woman 
ever feels the need to use 
it. 
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ATTHE MOVIES 

IF BEALE STREET COULD TALK 
NEW YORK (CNS) - "If Beale 

Street Could Talk" (Anna­
puma) is a faithful, evoca­
tive and reverent 
adaptation of james Bald­
win's 1974 novel about a 
struggling young African­
American couple, with 
many of the attendant 
weaknesses such careful 
film realizations can bring 
with them. 

For starters, much of the 
dialogue, scripted by di­
rector Barry jenkins, is 
more recited than spoken 
- close to realistic, but 
falling into some foggy re­
gion usually occupied by 
historical epics and 
clunky performances of 
Shakespeare. 

jenkins likewise con­
veys the inner anguish of 
the characters with long, 
exceedingly slow close­
ups of pained faces. Com-

bined with the voice-over 
narration of Tish Rivers 
(KiKi Layne), the overall 
effect is rigid fealty to 
Baldwin, and it's a bit of a 
slog to sit through. 

Baldwin wrote with the 
clearest of unsparing eyes 
about the national racial 
divide and the lack of jus­
tice resulting from it, as 
well as the raw hostility 
African-Americans face in 
a world constructed 
around white prejudices. 
He centered this story on 
an idealized duo who are 
deeply in love, but rather 
than plunging them into 
inescapable suffering, he 
gave them a glimmer of 
hope. 

Families remain intact, 
and their ideas about 
moral behavior are strong 
through the worst of cir­
cumstances. Everyone has 

a task to perform, and 
they stay grounded in the 
effort. 

Tish, who is 19, is en­
gaged to Alonzo "Fonny" 
Hunt (Stephan james), a 
handsome 22-year-old 
sculptor who lives in a de­
crepit basement apart­
ment in Harlem. In scenes 
shown in flashback, she 
becomes pregnant at 
around the same time a 
racist policeman, Officer 
Bell (Ed Skrein), frames 
Fonny for the rape of Vic­
toria Rogers (Emily Rios), a 
Puerto Rican woman. 

Everyone understands 
that this tragedy can't just 
be turned around, even 
when Tish's mother, 
Sharon (Regina King), trav­
els to Puerto Rico on an 
emotional mission to get 
Victoria to drop her accu­
sation. 

Fonny has a priggish, 
Bible-quoting, unnamed 
mom (Aunjanue Ellis), 
who lectures about im­
morality, but his father, 
Frank (Michael Beach), 
who slaps her in a rage - a 
moment that probably 
registers as much more 
unpleasant now than it 
might have in 1974 - has 
no time to waste in mak­
ing judgments. A baby's 
impending arrival is to be 
celebrated, and likewise, 
Fonny's incarceration is to 
be fought by all means 
available. 

There's even a prophet 
of doom in Fonny's friend 
Daniel Carty (Brian Tyree 
Henry), himself framed 
for a crime he didn't com­
mit, who turns from jovi­
ality to raw fear as he 
hints about the degrada­
tions and hopelessness of 

RESOURCE RECOMMENDATION: 

two years in prison. 
Abiding love and family 

ties carry the day here, in 
spite of an unfair legal 
system that attempts to 
deny black men, particu­
larly, any semblance of 
humanity. joy finds a way 
to co-exist with gloom and 
won't let itself be buried 
under any set of circum­
stances. 

The film contains two 
nonmarital sexual en­
counters, brief upper fe­
male nudity, momentary 
domestic abuse, a few 
racial slurs and fleeting 
rough language. The 
Catholic News Service 
classification is A-III -
adults. The Motion Picture 
Association of America 
rating is R - restricted. 
Under 17 requires accom­
panying parent or adult 
guardian. 

Message for World Communications Day 
The following is an in­

stallment in a blog fea­
tured on the Diocese of 
Ogdenburg Office of 
Evangelization's website. 
The blog will be updated 
on Fridays. The North 
Country Catholic will also 
run selections from this 
blog as space allows. To 
see the online edition, 
visit https.//www.rc­
dony.org/evangeliza­
tion/blog.h tm!. 

Today's resource is a 
timely one: it is the annual 
message for World Com­
munications Day, which is 
always released on the 
Feast of st. Francis de 
Sales, who is the patron 
saint of journalists. 

Every year, there is a 
message about the mod­
ern means of communica-

tion. The message for 
2019, released on january 
24, is the 53rd such mes­
sage. It can be read on the 
Vatican website. 

Are you concerned 
about social media, about 
fake news, cyberbullying, 
the fact that people, per­
haps you yourself, can't 
seem to put phones away 
and have face-to-face con­
versations? Are you wor­
ried that technology is 
replacing real commu­
nity? The latest message 
for World Communica­
tions day addresses all 
these things and gives us 
food for thought of how 
we may better use com­
munications technology 
to support human com­
munity rather than re­
place it. 

There are wonderful op-

portunities to share God's 
love and use technology 
for evangelization, but it 
can never replace the in­
person, face-to-face con­
versations that build true 
and lasting relationships. 
Ideas for using this resource: 

I would recommend tak­
ing this short message to 
prayer. Reflect on how you 
use media, where you re­
ceive your news, and how 
your own use of technol­
ogy either supports the 
building up of community 

or isolates you from form­
ing deeper relationships. 
Having reflected on your 
use of the various media 
you consume, invite a 
friend for coffee and share 
your insights. Another 
ideas would be to discuss 
the content of the mes­
sage with your family 
around your dinner table. 

And if you want to learn 
more: read the previous 
years' messages. We live in 

the time of a communica­
tions revolution which is 
rapidly changing our cul­
ture similar to the way the 
industrial revolution 
changed our culture in the 
past. 

It is a good thing to his 
the pause button every 
once in a while and check 
to see whether we are con­
suming the media, or 
whether the media is con­
suming us. 

~ ~ BUIC K" V PONTIAC . • ~~S @II=,..-III 

"Family owned dealership serving the 
North Country for over 56 years!" 

For more information, v isit our Webs ite 
at: www.barstowmotors.com 

MARKET ST_. POTSDAM. NY • (315) 265-8800 



ADIRONDACK 
RUMMAGE SALE 
Lake Placid - Rummage Sale to be 
held. 

Date: March 9 
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Place: St.Agnes School 
Features: There is something for 

everyone. Come shop the treasures 
and find those items for bargain prices. 
Donations are now being accepted at 
the school for the sale. 

Contact: Please call Kathleen Mur­
phy at 518-523-3771 . 

CLINTON 

today's society. 
Date: Second Saturday of every 

month 
Time:9a.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Church Parish Cen­

ter 
Features: Come join us, whether 

you've been to a meeting before or 
not. 

Contact: For further information 
contact Scott Beeles at 315-686-1303 
or Gene Kleinhans at 315-482-3981. 

LEWIS 

LEWIS EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Lowville - Lewis Eucharistic Adoration 
to be held. 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to "Around the Diocese': Date: Feb. 1 
Treadwell Mills - The Knights of Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: Time: 11:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Columbus will hold an all-you-can-eat North Country Catholic,PO Box 326, Place: St. Peter's Church 
Pancake Breakfast. Ogdensburg,NY 13669;fax, 1-866-31 4-7296; Features: To pray for vocations and 

Date: Feb. 3 e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org. world peace, all are invited to join us in 
Time: 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Items must be received in the NCC office by the Thursday before publication. morning prayer, Mass, and Eucharistic 
Place: SUoseph's Church Parish Hall 1-----------.--------------1 Adoration. 
Cost: Adults, $8; Children 6-12, $4; Holy Hour; 8 p.m., Bonfire, snacks & Fel- Columbus to have a Spaghetti and 

under 5, Free lowship Meatball dinner. 

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT BREAKFAST 
Altona - An all-you-can-eat breakfast 
will be held. 

Date: Feb.3 
Time: 8 a.m. to noon 
Place: Holy Angels Church Hall, 524 

Devils Den Road 
Features: Pancakes, French toast, 

sausage, bacon, ham, home fries, 
scrambled eggs, sausage gravy and 
biscuits, fruit, homemade Danishes, 
juice, milk and coffee. Take-outs are 
available. 

Cost: Adults, $9.50; children ages 6-
12, $5; free for ages 5 and under. 

FISHERS CLUB 
Plattsburgh - The Lakesides Fishers 
Club will meet and discuss priesthood 
discernment. 

Date: Feb. 3 & 17, March 3 & 17, April 
7&21,May5 

Time: 3 p.m. 
Place: St. Peter's Church Upper 

Room 
Features: Join for discernment, 

evening prayer & dinner. High school 
junior men and older are welcome. 

Contact: Father Douglas Lucia, dlu­
cia@rcdony.org,or Father Howard 
Venette, hvenette@gmail.com,orjust 
drop in. 

FRANKLIN 

HEARTS ON FIRE 
Malone - Hearts on Fire to be held the 
first Friday of the month. 

Schedule: 7 p.m., Praise & Worship 

Place: Notre Dame Church Date: Feb. 2 

DEVOTION AND HOLY HOUR 
St. Regis Falls - First Saturday Devotion 
and Holy Hour to be held. 

Date: First Saturday of each month. 
Time: immediately following the 

4:30 anticipated Mass. 
Place: St. Ann's Church 
Features: Prayer after Mass, Night 

Prayer, Prayer for All Souls and the Holy 
Souls, Novena in Honor of Our Lady of 
the Miraculous Medal, Chaplet of Di­
vine Mercy, the Reparation Rosary of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, private media­
tion on the 15 Mysteries ofthe Rosary, 
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament re­
posed in the Tabernacle, prayers for the 
Holy Father and his intentions, and re­
freshments are provided in the Church 
Hall. 

Contact: 518-856-9656 

JEFFERSON 

SPAGHETTI SUPPER 
Watertown - St. Anthony's Church 
Altar Rosary Society to have a 
spaghetti dinner. 

Date: Jan.31 
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Place: Msgr. Sechi Hall 
Cost: Adults, $8, Children, $4.50; 

Children under 3, Free; Sauce, $5 per 
quart; Meatballs, $.75 each 

Features: Take-out available at 4 
p.m., please bring your own containers 

SPAGHETTI & MEATBALL DINNER 
Evans Mills - Indian River Knights of 

Time: 4 p.m. to 7 
Place: St. Mary's Parish Center 
Cost: Adults, $7; Senior Citizens, $6; 

Children under 12, $5; under 5, Free 
Contact: For more information call 

315-629-4678 

TRIVIA NIGHT 
Carthage - Augustinian Academy to 
hostTrivia Night. 

Date: Feb.2 
Time: 6 p.m. to 9 
Place: Augustinian Academy 
Cost: $40 per team 
Features: Light snacks served, 

prizes to winning teams. For adults 
and teens ages 16 and up. 

Contact: smargrey@augustini­
anacademy.org 

WINTER GALA 
Carthage - 15th Annual winter gala to 
be held for Augustinian Academy. 

Date: Feb.9 
Time: 6 p.m. 
Place: Elk's Club 
Cost: $40 per person or $70 per cou­

ple 
Features: Silent Auction, dinner and 

dancing. 
Contact: Call the school for tickets 

at 315-493-1301 . www.bit.ly/CAAGala 

TI CATHOLIC MEN'S GROUP 
Clayton -The Thousand Islands Catholic 
Men's Group is a group of Catholic men 
who meet on a regular basis to discuss 
their experiences as Catholic men in 

DIVINE MERCY DEVOTIONS 
Houseville - Divine Mercy Devotions to 
be held. 

Date: Feb.3 
Time: 3 p.m. 
Place: St. Hedwig's Church 
Features: Vespers (Evening Prayer). 

Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacra­
ment, the Divine Mercy Chaplet and 
Benediction. All are welcome. 

Contact: 315-348-6260 for more in­
formation. 

LEWIS EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Lowville - Lewis Eucharistic Adoration 
to be held. 

Date: Feb. 21 
Time: 4 p.m. to 5 
Place: St. Peter's Church 
Features: To Thank God for & To 

Honor the Most Blessed Sacrament, all 
are invited to one hour of exposition, 
silent adoration, the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet for Souls, and benediction. If 
inclement weather, service will be can­
celled and not rescheduled. 

ST. LAWRENCE 

GALA 
Gouverneur - Save the date for the St. 
James Gala. 

Date: Feb.9 
Features: Join us for a taste of "The 

Sweet Life" in rich Tuscan style. The 
Italian themed dinner will be pre­
sented by chef Joe Pistolesi and family. 

Contact: Tickets will be available 
Jan.1 from any Gala Gal or by calling 
315-287 -0130 

STEAK OR HADDOCK DINNER 
Ogdensburg - Knights of Columbus 
Council #258 to have a dinner with the 
option of BBQ strip steak or haddock 
filet. 

Date: Feb. 22 
Time: 4:30 p.m. 
Place: K of C Hall 
Cost: Adults, $11; Seniors and Chil­

dren, $10 
Contact: 315-393-7990 for more in­

formation and to buy tickets. 

DIOCESAN EVENTS 

SURVIVING DIVORCE 
Surviving Divorce groups to be held for 
12 weeks in Watertown, Massena and 
Gouverneur. 

Schedule: Starting Feb.21 at St. 
James Church, Gouverneur; programs 
in Watertown and Massena are under­
way. 

Time: 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 
Features: The Surviving Divorce 

Program offers support and healing for 
people who are separated or divorced. 

Contact: Contact Stephen Tartaglia 
at 315-393-2920 or startaglia@rc­
dony.org. To register go to: 
https:llwwwJcdony.org/family-
I ifel survivi n g -divo rce-su pport­
group.html 

WOMEN DISCERNMENT GROUP 
Women's discernment groups are 
forming in three areas of the diocese. 

Date: March 3,10,17,24,31 and 
April 7 

Place: Potsdam, St. Mary's Rectory 5 
p.m. to 7; Plattsburgh, Newman Center 
1 p.m. to 3 p.m.;Watertown, Hearth­
side Room at SSJ Mother House 5 p.m. 
to 7 

Features: Come pray and discuss 
with other women how to know what 
God has in mind for you. Dinner will be 
provided. 

Contact: Cathy Russell at 
crussell@rcdony.org or 315-393-2920. 
Registration is requested byemailing 
Shayne Lippincott at slippincott@rc­
dony.org 

YOUTH LENTEN RETREAT 
A Lenten retreat for grades 6-1 2 to be 
held in Gouverneur and Ticonderoga. 

Schedule: March 2 at St. James, 
Gouverneurfrom 12 p.m. to 5; March 9 
at St. Mary's, Ticonderoga from 12:30 
p.m. to 5:30p.m. 

Features: Journey begins with the 
sacrament of Reconciliation. Each re-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11 
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The Pontifical Mission Societies of the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc. 

"...tII'i~>" The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
Sr. Mary Ellen Brett,55J, Director 

622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669 
(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296 
mbrett@rcdony.org 

Honoring Catholic 
Schools Week: 

Celebrate the Youth 
We celebrate National Catholic Schools Week January 

27 to February 2, 2019 with the theme, "Learn. Serve. 
Lead. Succeed." 

We are reminded that Catholic schools exist to strive 
toward academic excellence and high moral standards. 
This year's theme emphasizes leadership and service 
as the path to success and the catalyst to learning and 
growth. 

Since 1974, Catholic Schools Week has been an annual 
event in the schools' calendar. 

Each year, schools and parishes together will host ac­
tivities that highlight the educational and communal 
successes of the schools in their communities. 

Schools serve students just as the church serves the 
community, by providing a safe place to learn, explore 
and grow their Faith in Christ. 

The Missionary Childhood Association helps to assist 
students in the developing lands by providing financial 
assistance that provides the necessary tools to schools 
and the educators who live and work there. The good 
deeds of our amazing Catholic school students here 
help to benefit students so very far away. 

MCA gives a pathway for students to learn, serve, lead 
and succeed and practice the skills, experiences and 
grace that they learn each day in school. 

Let us celebrate our Catholic Schools each day and 
recognize the good deeds and kind actions they take to 
make the world a better place. 

Thanks to all who promote the Missionary Childhood 
Association through prayer and financial sacrifices to 
assist students in developing countries. 

May God bless all who are celebrating Catholic 
Schools Week with renewed faith. 

MCA thanks you and so does the Mission Office. 
We encourage all to celebrate our youth and support 

their endeavors. 

Please remember ''The Society for the Propagation of 
the Faith" when writing or changing your Will. 

www.rcdony.org/mission 

NORTH C OUNTRY C ATHOLIC NEWS 
OBITUARIES 
Altona - Daniel J. Bushey, 68; Mass of 
Christian Burial Jan. 25, 2019 at Holy 
Angels Church; burial in Parish Ceme­
tery. 

Chateaugay - Nancy May Senecal, 
82; Mass of Christian Burial Jan. 25, 
2019 at St. Patrick's Church; burial in 
Whispering Maples Memorial Gardens. 

Chazy - Joan (Ackey) Sears, 79; Mass 
of Christian Burial Jan.25,2019 at Sa­
cred Heart Church; burial in Ingraham 
Cemetery. 

Croghan - Ralph H."Bub"Hall,81; 
Mass of Christian Burial Jan. 23, 2019 at 
St.Stephen's Church. 

Hogansburg - Mary Ellen Jackson, 

64; Mass of Christian Burial Jan. 25, 
2019 at St. Regis Church; burial in St. 
Joseph's Cemetery. 

Lake Placid - Dawn (McNierney) La­
tourelle, 85; Mass of Christian Burial 
Jan. 25, 2019 at St. Agnes Church; burial 
in St.john's Cemetery, Keeseville. 

Malone - Orra Anthony Langdon, 84; 
Mass of Christian Burial Jan. 18,2019 at 
Notre Dame Church. 

Massena - Mary Sue (Marskell) Feltz, 
81 ; Mass of Christian Burial Jan. 24, 
2019 at StJoseph's Church; burial in 
Calvary Cemetery. 

Massena - Colleen R. O'Donnell, 79; 
Funeral Services Jan. 22, 2019 at 

Phillips Memorial Home. 

Morrisonville - Pearl L. (Rabideau) 
LePage, 95; Mass of Christian Burial Jan. 
26,2019 at St. Alexander's Church; bur­
ial in St. Peter's Cemetery. 

Peru - Wanita M."Peanut" Drake-Pray, 
67; Funeral Services Jan. 23, 2019 at 
the Hamilton Funeral Home; burial in 
Evergreen Cemetery, Keeseville. 

Port Henry - Andrew R. Breeyear,31 ; 
Mass of Christian Burial Jan. 26, 2019 at 
St. Patrick's Church. 

Watertown - Elizabeth "Betty" 
(Fleetham) Oakes, 99; Mass of Christian 
Burial Jan.24,2019 at Holy Family 
Church; burial in Glenwood Cemetery. 

Around the diocese 
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treat will be comprised of a unique 
blend of activities, DYC led workshops, 
Penance service with Reconciliation, 
and closing Mass. Snacks and drinks 
included. Registration deadline is Feb. 
27 

Contact: To register visit www.rc­
dony.orh/youth and select"Lenten Re­
treats': Please contact Tom Semeraro, 
Director of Youth Ministry at tsemer­
aro@rcdony.org or by calling 315-393-
2920 ext.1415 

YOUTH RALLY 
Massena - 2019 Youth Rally to be 
held. 

Date: April6 
Time: 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Place: Trinity Catholic School 
Cost: $25 (Lunch is included) 
Speakers: Kevin Dowd will be the 

Keynote Speaker and Marihon 
Alzuhairi will be presenting. 

Features: Prayer and Reflection, 
Mass, Adoration, Climb the Scripture 
Wall, Glow Ball Fun and Arts and 
Crafts. Free Swag bags with surprises 
will be given out as well. 

WOMEN'S RETREAT 
Norfolk - Save the date for a day long 
women's retreat. 

Date: May4 
Time:9a.m. 
Place: Fr. Amyot Parish Center 
Cost: $20, includes lunch 
Features: Presenter will be Edwina 

Gateley on the topic of "Soul Sisters: 
Women called to connect, bond and 
heal in a broken world." 

NEIGHBORING DIOCESES 

IGNITE MEN'S CONFERENCE 
Syracuse - The 11th Annual IGNITE 
Conference to be held. 

Date: March 30 
Place: The SRC Arena is located on 

the campus of Onondaga Community 
College 

Features: There will be 3 tremen­
dous speakers that will challenge all 
who attend. An amazing day that will 
have a tremendous impact on you. 

Contact: You can register for the IG­
NITE 2019 Catholic Men's Conference 
online at www.ignitecatholicmen.org. 

NEW EVANGELIZATION SUMMIT 
Ottawa -The Annual New Evangeliza­
tion Summit will take place in Ottawa. 

Date: May 4, 2019. 

Cost: Free 
Features: The speakers for this year 

will be Father James Mallon, Cardinal 
Gerald C. Lacroix, Michael Dopp, Father 
John Bielawski, Michelle Thompson 
and Michelle Moran.ln a change from 
previous years, this year the New Evan­
gelization Summit will be a one-day 
event. 

Contact: If you are at all interested 
in attending this one-day summit, ob­
tain tickets online starting Feb. 1 at 
newevangelization.ca. Please contact 
Marika Donders, Director of the New 
Evangelization at 
mdonders@rcdony.org or 315-393-
2920 to indicate that you plan to at­
tend, what parish/town you're leaving 
from,and whether or not you have 
room in your vehicle for others who 
may want to carpool. If you are un­
comfortable using the online registra­
tion, please contact Marika Donders 
for assistance. 

@! .~ ~~~ 

lfYMONASTERY CARD SHOP~S 
Cards for ACC Occasions 

Mass 'Enro[{,nents for your riving & aeceasea fovea ones. 

Precious Blood Monastery 
OPEN: 9 Ai\1 - 5 PM 

SATURDAY 9 AM - 12 PM 
400 PRATT ST., WATERTOWN 

315-788-1669 
www.sisterspreciousbloo(/.org 
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Teen: Attendin March is 'life-changing' 
By Darcy Fargo 
Editor 

Washington, DC 
Though weather cut their 
trip short, at least one 
diocesan teen who partic­
ipated in the Youth Buses 
for Life said the trip was 
still a great experience. 

"It's not the first time our 
trip was shortened by 
weather," said james 
Burke, 17, of Ticonderoga. 
"We were exhausted from 
the March. We didn't mind 
missing the sightseeing." 

SEMERAROPHOTOGRAPHY.COM/FOR THE NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC 

Burke said this was his 
third year participating in 
the Youth Buses for Life. 
This year, two bus loads of 
teens and chaperones 
made the trek from spots 
around the diocese to the 
nation's capital to partici­
pate in the annual March 
for life. 

''The first two years, I 
had friends go with me," 
he said. "I went by myself 
this year, but once you've 
done it, you get to where 
you know all the people. 
So, I knew most of the 
people who went." 

James Burke ofTiconderoga and Father Martin E. Cline attended the March for Life in Washington, DC along with the 
diocesan Youth Buses for Life. Burke navigated the lengthy March despite having a sprained ankle. 

Burke said his favorite 
part of the March was 
hearing the speakers who 
presented to the gathered 
crowd, estimated at over 
100,000 strong. 

"The speakers were 

amazing," he said. "One of 
the speakers, I don't re­
member her name, but 
she was a Democrat, did a 
good job talking about 
how she puts her faith be­
fore polities and believes 
they should end abortion. 
I thought she did a very 
good job. 

"And seeing Ben Shapiro 
was a dream come true. I 
totally forgot he was going 
to be there. It was cool 

seeing a big celebrity 
there." 

Burke noted he's a fan of 
Shapiro, a political com­
mentator, writer and 
lawyer. 

The Ticonderoga High 
School senior said he in­
terviewed other March 
participants as part of a 
project he's completing 
for his school. 

"I interviewed 16 people 
- mostly from our diocese, 

but I also talked to a few 
random people from DC," 
Burke said. "Everyone 
talked about how much 
fun they had, how much 
they enjoyed the March, 
and how cool it was to just 
sit around and talk with 
the priests who came with 
us." 

Burke, who is consider­
ing Americorps for next 
year, said he's thrilled to 
see youth getting involved 

World Day for Consecrated Life 
ByUSCCB 

Feb. 2 (celebrated in 
Parishes Feb. 2-3) is World 
Day for Consecrated Life. 

In 1997, Pope Saint john 
Paul II instituted a day of 
prayer for women and 
men in consecrated life. 

This celebration is at-
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tached to the Feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord 
on Feb. 2. This Feast is 
also known as Candlemas 
Day; the day on which 
candles are blessed sym­
bolizing Christ who is the 
light of the world. 

So too, those in conse­
crated life are called to re­
flect the light of jesus 
Christ to all peoples. 

The celebration of 
World Day for Conse­
crated Life is transferred 

to the following Sunday 
in order to highlight the 
gift of consecrated per­
sons for the whole 
Church. 

Please pray for all those 
who have made commit­
ments in the consecrated 
life, and be sure to thank 
them on their special day. 

May they continue to be 
inspired by jesus Christ 
and respond generously 
to God's gift of their voca­
tion. 

in polities in general and 
the pro-life movement 
specifically. 

"You see the bigger 
world," he said. "You see 
how you can be part of it. 
It's a great thing. It shows 
how we can be involved, 
too." 

The teen said he knows 
his pro-life stance is not 
always popular with his 
contemporaries, but that 
doesn't bother him. 

"This is what we march 
for: we all march to end 
abortion and end laws like 
what New York just 
passed," he said. "We need 
to keep getting more peo­
ple and spreading the 
message. I love how the 
March seems to get bigger 
every year, and it's almost 
all young faces. We need 
that." 

He encouraged any 
youth who is even re­
motely considering at­
tending next year's event 
to take the leap. 

"It's life-changing," he 
said. "If you've never been 
there, and you have any 
desire at all, go. It's eye 
opening. My first year, I 
thought it was going to be 
a bust. I had the best time 
ever. Even though I'm hop­
ing to do Americorps next 
year, I'm still hoping to do 
the March." 

IN BRIEF 

PARISH SEEKS CASSOCKS & 
SURPLICES 

St Mary's ofthe Fort in Fort 
Covington hopes to outfit altar 
servers in black and white cas­
sock/surplice. The parish is 
seeking used cassocks/sur­
plices in good condition and 
various sizes. 

Any parish who has unused 
garments is urged to contact 
Kathleen Lauzon at 518-358-
2107 or text 518-332-8347. 


